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dealt with, and great public movements initiated. This remedy 
would undoubtedly be entirely efficient, if found practicable ; but 
it seems to us somewhat visionary. Other valuable papers are 
those by Chas. Noble Gregory on " The Wage of Law Teachers ; " 
and Henry E. Davis on " Primitive Legal Conceptions in Relation 
to Modern Law." M. H. 

Bouvier's Law Dictionary : Francis Rawle's Revision. Vol. I. 
Boston: The Boston Book Company. 1897. 

Since Judge Bouvier published the first edition of his now famous 
book, almost sixty years ago, Bouvier's Law Dictionary has steadily 
gained in popularity, and (through successive revisions) in useful- 
ness, until it is now justly regarded by the profession as the best work 
of its kind. The last edition was published in 1883, and the 
development of the law since then has made a further edition 
necessary, in order to state the law as it now is. This would not 
be so if the work were merely a dictionary of legal words and phrases, 
as it originally was ; but the present edition aims at being more a 
legal encyclopedia as well. " The present edition contains a large 
number of words which did not appear in the earlier editions, as 
well as very many words and titles which have come into the law in 
late years. " The present volume is the first of the new edition and 
contains over eleven hundred words. We shall note the work more 
at length when the second volume appears. M. H. 



Engineering and Architectural Jurisprudence. A Presenta- 
tion of the Law of Construction for Engineers, Architects, 
Contractors, Builders, Public Officers, and Attorneys at Law. 
By John Cassan Wait, M.C.E., LL.B., Attorney and Counsel- 
lor at Law and Consulting Engineer ; Member of the American 
Society of Civil Engineers ; Sometime Assistant Professor of 
Engineering, Harvard University. New York : John Wiley 
& Sons. 1898. 

Increased complexity of modern business operations has given 
rise to special legal developments along innumerable technical lines. 
This technical diversity breeds separate law books for every kind of 
industry, and such books are a necessity, too, but they are appalling 
as showing the vastness of the existing field of law. 

Architectural Jurisprudence, however, as the author of the present 
work notes on page iv of his preface, is a term found in English 
law at least as early as 1827 ; but no very elaborate exposition of 
building or architectural law had been made until comparatively 
recent times, when Emden and Hudson wrote in England, and 
Liens and Mechanics' Liens received treatment by Jones and Phillips 
in America. More recently still, Boisot on Mechanics' Liens has 
appeared. Lloyd'sbook on " The Law of Building and Buildings " 
came out in 1888, and Clark's "Architect, Owner, and Builder 
Before the Law" in 1894. 

Mr. Wait's book treats its subject much more elaborately than do 
any of the others. Nearly 4800 cases are cited, about six times as 
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many as are found in the last previous work on architectural law. 
The author writes for three classes, laymen, architects and lawyers, 
and in view of the wants of the first two, has put in a great deal of 
elementary explanation. Part I., comprising 119 pages, is a 
discussion of the Law of Contracts ; and in Part IV., Engineers' and 
Architects' Employment, there is a good deal of space devoted to 
ordinary master and servant law. Sometimes this solicitude for the 
non-legal reader becomes ludicrous In § 815, we read "Alabama 
affords a case where an architect who took the plans and specifica- 
tions away from an unfinished building was prosecuted by the 
builder for larceny [stealing]." The translation in brackets is 
delicious. 

Mr. T. M. Clark gives a good reason for a distinct book on this 
subject. He says that no controversies are tried before the courts 
with so little satisfaction to the litigants and their counsel, as build- 
ing cases, for the reason that the extremely technical points involved 
require for their mastery more study than the busy lawyer can give 
them. Mr. Wait's work will do much to take away this cause for 
dissatisfaction, if exhaustive collocation of authorities can do it. 
Few, if any, of the cases are missing, we believe. Such tests as 
we have applied since the book has been in our possession lead us 
very positively to this conviction. 

The text of a work like Mr. Wait's, from its technicality and the 
fact that its author is somewhat more familiar with architecture than 
with law, will almost necessarily be prepared directly from judicial 
determinations, giving the statements of the law in the very words 
of the judges rather than on the author's own authority. When we 
consider, however, how many "commentaries" so-called, written 
by men eminent for their legal attainments, have been prepared in 
the same way, we need throw no stones at Mr. Wait for his method. 
The most approved modern plan, as judged by the out- put of the 
publishers, rigidly excludes independent discussion of principles, 
reduces authors to compilers, and treatises to digests. We will 
have no ' ' theory. ' ' All must be ' ' practical ' ' — the best calculated 
to help a busy grubbing casidicum, whose brief must now be in. 
This prevalent notion is not adhered to by Mr. Wait all the way 
through. He shows a refreshing disposition to express a mind of 
his own when he treats of the special duties of the architect. See 
in particular Chapter XXXIV., "Employment of an Engineer or 
Architect as an Expert Witness. " R. IV. W. 



A Treatise on the Law of Carriers of Passengers. Two 
Volumes. By Norman Fetter. St. Paul, Minn. : West Pub- 
lishing Co. 1897. 

This work possesses in a large measure that quality of practical 
utility for which the West Publishing Company's publications are 
now well known. To it, as well as to the other works of the same 
firm, the crsticism applies, that while a most excellent and well 
arranged digest of the existing law, and while filling a want which 
all books of ready reference fill, yet it can neither be said to 



